Butler's life review: how universal is it?
In the nearly thirty years since Butler first proposed the life review, the notion that older persons review their lives in the face of approaching death has become firmly entrenched in both the literature and practice of gerontology. This article examines the commonly-held assumptions underlying the life review and reviews what previous studies have found in testing these assumptions. Findings from a recent study of centenarians are also presented that further call into question some aspects of the life review.